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in isolation is sometimes not the same as its pronun-
ciation in combination, and the repeated uttering of
words in isolation before they are put together in
sentences will lead to a ' staccato ' or jerky utterance
of sentences, which is not in accordance with English
usage. In English the custom is to run the words of a
sentence more together in speaking than, for example,
in Urdu. So that the pupil must be prevented at the
outset from carrying over into his English a habit of
uttering sentences which he has acquired with his mother
tongue. The learning of a modern foreign language is
the acquiring of fresh speech habits, and this sentence
articulation habit in English is one of them.
Sentence practice, therefore, must begin with the first
lesson, and occupy a large place in the early stage of
study. This, however, must not be taken to mean that
the pupil is never to be introduced to a new word in
isolation. On the contrary it may be true economy to
focus his attention on a new word till he makes sure of
it. The extent to which this is advisable will vary with
the difficulty the word presents to the pupil's memory.
No rigid rule need be laid down here. But it does mean
that all new words should be practised and used in sentences
in order to familiarize the pupil with them and habituate
him to their right use.
Now a word's use may be right or wrong in more
ways than one. The word may be mispronounced in
combination, or it may be used in a wrong meaning, or
it may be used in a wrong context. So far as the
teacher can himself speak ordinary English aright, by;
making his pupil practise sentences containing new
words which he wishes to impress, he is at one and the
same time teaching him correct utterance o$ those words,
insensibly filling out their meaning for him, and, also
insensibly, accustoming him to the kind of contexts in
which these words find themselves at home.
* This brings me to a second caution.
Practice of Word-Combination
(b) Not only single words, but common, serviceable word-
combinations should be taught the pupil\ and added in their
entirety to his vocabulary. One of the difficulties int

